
Warrants & Court





Why not just ask for permission?



 S8 – Power to authorise entry & search of premises

S9 – Special Provisions as to access

S10 – Legal Privilege

S11 – Excluded Material

S12 – Personal Records

S13 – Journalistic Material

S14 - Special Procedure Material

What Powers do you use to enter?
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APPLICATION FOR SEARCH WARRANT 

(Criminal Procedure Rules, rr.47.26 & 47.28; section 8, Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) 
 

Use this form ONLY for an application for a search warrant under section 8 of the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act 1984 (PACE).  There is a different form of application for the court to issue a search warrant under another 
power to which sections 15 & 16 of PACE apply.  A magistrates’ court cannot authorise a search for excluded or 
special procedure material.  See also the notes for guidance at the end of this form. 

Application to …………………………………………………………...…….……… Magistrates’ Court 

This is an application by ……………………………………………...…….……… (name of applicant) 

of …………………………………………...…….……… (name of police force or investigating agency) 

Applicant’s address:1 …………………………………………...…….……………………………...… 

Email address: …………………………………………...…….……………………………………… 

Phone:                                                          Mobile: 

I am a constable           or 

 another person authorised to apply for a search warrant2    

I estimate that the court should allow …………….… (time) to read this application and 
…………….… (time) for the hearing. 3 

I expect any warrant issued to be executed on ……………………… (give the planned date). 

I wish to attend the hearing by live link (if available)     Yes  No  
 

1. Complete the box above and boxes 1 to 8 below.  If you use an electronic version of this form, the 
boxes will expand.4 If you use a paper version and need more space, you may attach extra sheets. 

2. Complete the declaration in box 9 and the authorisation in box 10. 

3. Attach the draft warrant(s) you are asking the court to issue. 

4. Send or deliver a copy of the completed form and draft warrant(s) to the court.  You may send 
them by secure email. Make sure the court knows if the application is urgent. Your time estimates will help the 
court to allow enough time to prepare for the hearing.  

1)  The offence(s) under investigation.5  Make sure the court has a copy of any legislation to which you 
want to refer, including any legislation which allows you to make this application if you are not a constable.  If 
necessary, attach a copy of the legislation when you send or deliver this form to the court. 

(a) What offence(s) are you investigating?  Specify the legislation or other law which creates the offence. 
 
 
 
(b) If you are not a constable, how does the legislation allow you to make this application? 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 See guidance note 2 at the end of this form. 
2 E.g. an officer of HM Revenue and Customs or of the National Crime Agency. See guidance note 3 at the end of this form. In 
box 1, specify the legislation which allows you to apply. 
3 See guidance note 4 at the end of this form. 
4 Forms for use with the Rules are at: http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/criminal/forms-2015. 
5 See guidance note 5 at the end of this form. 



Section 15 & 16 PACE

Warrant under a specific enactment i.e. S26 Theft Act, S23 

Misuse of Drugs Act

Multi premises warrant – Where all addresses are specified 

on the application.

All premises warrant - owned or controlled by subject

Multi entry (Each entry requires relevant authority)

All valid for three months except 2S3 MDA (1 Month)



Rule Changes – October 2013

Increasing High Court Scrutiny of Warrants

The obtaining of a search warrant is never to be 
treated as a mere formality. It authorises the invasion of 
a person’s home.’ Redknapp

The way in which both the information and the search 
warrant which led to the search of claimant’s home 
were completed was unsatisfactory and reflects no 
credit on either the police or the court staff involved. I 
hope they will learn lessons.’ C, R v “A”



PACE continued

 S19 – General Power of Seizure

 S20 – Computer Material

 S22 – Retention (How long?)

 R v Beckford

 S32 – Search People (on arrest)



S50 & S51 – Criminal Justice and Police 

Act 2001

Seize & Sift powers under:-

Section 50 – From premises

Section 51 – From people (being lawfully searched)



Regulatory Investigatory Powers Act -

RIPA

 S49 – Power to require disclosure of passwords/keys



Searching People

 Persuade

 Explain they will be searched one way or another

 Arrest

 S32 PACE

 De-arrest as necessity now disappears



Typical Questions

 Information

 Premises

 Occupier

 Necessity

 Type of Warrant



Disclosure Applications can be made to inspect the information

 Procedure:

Party writes to court with reasons copy to relevant 

agency;

Authority has 14 days to object & request hearing 

objections are to specify which information is objected 

to and if time bound with reasons

Court determines at hearing or without hearing

 Applicants can when making an application include 

information that should not be disclosed on separate sheet of 

paper marked as to why it cannot be disclosed – should be 

exceptional only



Court Evidence



Dress smartly!



Read your statement properly!

 Civilians worse than Police in this regard

 Trials a long time after incident, many similar 

incidents etc

 Every word you say different to statement is a 

potential attack in cross examination



Don’t panic!

 Talk to Prosecutor on the morning if you have 

specific concerns

 Ask to repeat question

 Ask for glass of water



Respect the Barrister

or



Don’t tell lies

 Not necessarily meaning don’t perjure 

yourself (although that’s fairly good 

advice to follow!) – don’t fill in the 

blanks if you don’t remember, aren’t 

sure or wish it was different

 You might think it is something so 

minor its irrelevant. It might be 

crucial



Don’t use Jargon



Don’t use Jargon

“Mr X came towards me with a smashed glass bottle in his right 

hand. He was swinging it in my direction and shouting that he was 

going to “fucking kill” me and “slash” me until my “mother 

wouldn’t recognise” me. I first considered deploying my CS gas 

spray. I analysed the guidance for deployment of the same, 

including the wind conditions and relative locations of other 

members of the Police and public and concluded its use would not 

be appropriate. I therefore considered the Home Office approved 

guidance for the restraint of violent prisoners and administered a 

distraction strike to the face”.



Answer the question asked 

 Don’t guess where you are going or 

why you are going there

 Don’t volunteer more than you are 

being asked but don’t answer less 

than you’re asked…



Explain if necessary



Lose your temper = lose the case

Many Barristers become Barristers purely for the sport 

of goading Police Officers. Don’t play into their hands



Don’t fear being helpful.. 

 Often, Police evidence is helpful to the defence: 

drunk complainant, different first account

 Your job is Justice, not “getting” the person in 

the dock….

 Some questions are designed to have two wrong 

answers and no right answers



Why does it matter?

 Cross examination is the difference between 

winning and losing.

 One “wrong” answer can end an otherwise 

successful prosecution and its likely you will not 

even know it was wrong.



And finally…

Only you can make yourself look stupid



Any Questions 


