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What does this course qualify you for:- 
 
You are a Road Policing Lead Investigator in line with the standards set by the NPCC and 
COP in relation to Road Death Investigations. 
 
Legislation:- 
 
Common Law – Conducting Proper Investigations 
 
Rice v Connolly 1966 - Lord Parker http://swarb.co.uk/rice-v-connolly-1966/ 
“It is part of the obligations and duties of a Police Constable to take all steps which appear to 
him necessary for keeping the peace, for preventing crime or for protecting property from 
criminal injury.  
There is no exhaustive definition of the powers and obligations of the Police, but they are at 
least those and they would further include the duty to detect and to bring an offender to 
justice.” 
  
Road Traffic Act 1988 
 
S3A Causing death by careless driving when under influence of drink or drugs  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3A 
 
 (1)If a person causes the death of another person by driving a mechanically propelled 
vehicle on a road or other public place without due care and attention, or without reasonable 
consideration for other persons using the road or place, and— 
(a)he is, at the time when he is driving, unfit to drive through drink or drugs, or 
(b)he has consumed so much alcohol that the proportion of it in his breath, blood or urine at 
that time exceeds the prescribed limit, or 
(c)he is, within 18 hours after that time, required to provide a specimen in pursuance of 
section 7 of this Act, but without reasonable excuse fails to provide it,[F2 or 
(d)he is required by a constable to give his permission for a laboratory test of a specimen of 
blood taken from him under section 7A of this Act, but without reasonable excuse fails to do 
so,] he is guilty of an offence.  
(2)For the purposes of this section a person shall be taken to be unfit to drive at any time 
when his ability to drive properly is impaired. 
(3)Subsection (1)(b) [F3, (c) and (d)] above shall not apply in relation to a person driving a 
mechanically propelled vehicle other than a motor vehicle.] 
Section 7 being the evidential not the preliminary specimens 
 
S35 Drivers to comply with traffic directions 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/35 
 
(1)Where a constable [F1or traffic officer] is for the time being engaged in the regulation of 
traffic in a road, a person driving or propelling a vehicle who neglects or refuses— 
(a)to stop the vehicle, or 
(b)to make it proceed in, or keep to, a particular line of traffic, 
when directed to do so by the constable in the execution of his duty [F2or the traffic officer 
(as the case may be)] is guilty of an offence.  
 
S37 Directions to pedestrians   
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/37 
 
Where a constable in uniform [F1or traffic officer] is for the time being engaged in the 
regulation of vehicular traffic in a road, a person on foot who proceeds across or along the 
carriageway in contravention of a direction to stop given by the constable in the execution of 

http://swarb.co.uk/rice-v-connolly-1966/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3A#commentary-c19263371
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/3A#commentary-c19263391
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/35#commentary-c19213051
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/35#commentary-c19213071
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/37?view=plain#commentary-c19217581
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his duty [F2or the traffic officer (as the case may be)], either to persons on foot or to persons 
on foot and other traffic, is guilty of an offence.  
 
Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988   
 
S15 Use of specimens in proceedings for an offence under section 4 or 5 of the Road 
Traffic Act. 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15 
 
(1)This section and section 16 of this Act apply in respect of proceedings for an offence 
under [F1section 3A, 4 or 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (driving offences connected with 
drink or drugs)]; and expressions used in this section and section 16 of this Act have the 
same meaning as in [F2sections 3A to 10] of that Act. 
(2)Evidence of the proportion of alcohol or any drug in a specimen of breath, blood or urine 
provided by [F3or taken from]the accused shall, in all cases [F4(including cases where the 
specimen was not provided [F5or taken]in connection with the alleged offence)], be taken 
into account and, subject to subsection (3) below, it shall be assumed that the proportion of 
alcohol in the accused’s breath, blood or urine at the time of the alleged offence was not less 
than in the specimen. 
[F6(3)That assumption shall not be made if the accused proves— 
(a)that he consumed alcohol before he provided the specimen [F7or had it taken from him]] 
and— 
(i)in relation to an offence under section 3A, after the time of the alleged offence, and 
(ii)otherwise, after he had ceased to drive, attempt to drive or be in charge of a vehicle on a 
road or other public place, and 
(b)that had he not done so the proportion of alcohol in his breath, blood or urine would not 
have exceeded the prescribed limit and, if it is alleged that he was unfit to drive through 
drink, would not have been such as to impair his ability to drive properly 
 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
 
S67 Emergencies and temporary obstructions 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/27/section/67 
 
(1) A constable, or a person acting under the instructions (whether general or specific) of the 
chief officer of police, may place on a [F1road], or on any structure on a [F1road], traffic 
signs (of any size, colour and type prescribed or authorised under section 64 of this Act), 
indicating prohibitions, restrictions or requirements relating to vehicular traffic, as may be 
necessary or expedient to prevent or mitigate congestion or obstruction of traffic, or danger 
to or from traffic, in consequence of extraordinary circumstances; and the power to place 
signs conferred by this subsection shall include power to maintain a sign for a period of 7 
days or less from the time when it was placed, but no longer. 
[F2(1A) In subsection (1)— 
(a) “extraordinary circumstances” includes terrorism or the prospect of terrorism within the 
meaning of section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 (c. 11), and 
(b) the reference to 7 days shall, in the application of the subsection in connection with 
terrorism or the prospect of terrorism, be taken as a reference to 28 days; 
but this subsection does not apply to a power under subsection (1) in so far as exercisable 
by a traffic officer by virtue of section 7 of the Traffic Management Act 2004 (c. 18).] 
(2) [F3Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act 1988] (drivers to comply with traffic directions) shall 
apply to signs placed in the exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (1) above. 
(3) Regulations under section 64 of this Act prescribing any type of object or device for 
warning traffic of a temporary obstruction may include provisions for authorising (subject to 
such conditions as may be specified in the regulations) persons not otherwise authorised to 
do so to place an object or device of that type on or near roads, or on or near any description 
of road so specified, in such circumstances and for such periods as may be so specified. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/section/37?view=plain#commentary-c19217621
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815846
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815847
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815848
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815849
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815850
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815851
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/53/section/15#commentary-c1815852
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/27/section/67
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PACE   
 
S4 Road checks. (edited) 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4 
 
(1)This section shall have effect in relation to the conduct of road checks by police officers 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether a vehicle is carrying— 
(a)a person who has committed an offence other than a road traffic offence or a [F1vehicle] 
excise offence; 
(b)a person who is a witness to such an offence; 
(c)a person intending to commit such an offence; or 
(d)a person who is unlawfully at large. 
(2)For the purposes of this section a road check consists of the exercise in a locality of the 
power conferred by [F2section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.] in such a way as to stop 
during the period for which its exercise in that way in that locality continues all vehicles or 
vehicles selected by any criterion. 
(3)Subject to subsection (5) below, there may only be such a road check if a police officer of 
the rank of superintendent or above authorises it in writing. 
(4)An officer may only authorise a road check under subsection (3) above— 
(a)for the purpose specified in subsection (1)(a) above, if he has reasonable grounds— 
(i)for believing that the offence is [F3an indictable offence] ; and 
(ii)for suspecting that the person is, or is about to be, in the locality in which vehicles would 
be stopped if the road check were authorised; 
(b)for the purpose specified in subsection (1)(b) above, if he has reasonable grounds for 
believing that the offence is [F3an indictable offence] ; 
 
PNLD link for S4 PACE Road Check forms 
https://www.pnld.co.uk/docportal/content/D1024.htm 
https://www.pnld.co.uk/docportal/content/D1023.htm 
 
S8 Power of justice of the peace to authorise entry and search of premises 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/8 
 
(1)If on an application made by a constable a justice of the peace is satisfied that there are 
reasonable grounds for believing— 
(a)that [F1an indictable offence] has been committed; and 
(b)that there is material on premises [F2mentioned in subsection (1A) below] which is likely 
to be of substantial value (whether by itself or together with other material) to the 
investigation of the offence; and 
(c)that the material is likely to be relevant evidence; and 
(d)that it does not consist of or include items subject to legal privilege, excluded material or 
special procedure material; and 
(e)that any of the conditions specified in subsection (3) below applies, 
he may issue a warrant authorising a constable to enter and search the premises [F3in 
relation to each set of premises specified in the application] . 
 
S19 General Power of seizure (edited)  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/19 
 
(3)The constable may seize anything which is on the premises if he has reasonable grounds 
for believing— 
(a)that it is evidence in relation to an offence which he is investigating or any other offence; 
and 
(b)that it is necessary to seize it in order to prevent the evidence being concealed, lost, 
altered or destroyed. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4#commentary-c11314261
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4#commentary-c11314271
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4#commentary-c18974981
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/4#commentary-c18974981
https://www.pnld.co.uk/docportal/content/D1024.htm
https://www.pnld.co.uk/docportal/content/D1023.htm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/8#commentary-c18975631
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/8#commentary-c18975721
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/8#commentary-c18975741
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/19
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S22 Retention (edited)  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/22  
 
(1)Subject to subsection (4) below, anything which has been seized by a constable or taken 
away by a constable following a requirement made by virtue of section 19 or 20 above may 
be retained so long as is necessary in all the circumstances. 
(2)Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) above— 
(a)anything seized for the purposes of a criminal investigation may be retained, except as 
provided by subsection (4) below— 
(i)for use as evidence at a trial for an offence; or 
(ii)for forensic examination or for investigation in connection with an offence; and 
(b)anything may be retained in order to establish its lawful owner, where there are 
reasonable grounds for believing that it has been obtained in consequence of the 
commission of an offence. 
(4)Nothing may be retained for either of the purposes mentioned in subsection (2)(a) above 
if a photograph or copy would be sufficient for that purpose. 
 
24 Arrest without warrant: constables (edited)  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/24  
 
(1) A constable may arrest without a warrant— 
(a) anyone who is about to commit an offence; 
(b) anyone who is in the act of committing an offence; 
(c) anyone whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to be about to commit an 
offence; 
(d) anyone whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to be committing an offence. 
(2) If a constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that an offence has been 
committed, he may arrest without a warrant anyone whom he has reasonable grounds to 
suspect of being guilty of it. 
(3) If an offence has been committed, a constable may arrest without a warrant— 
(a) anyone who is guilty of the offence; 
(b) anyone whom he has reasonable grounds for suspecting to be guilty of it. 
(4) But the power of summary arrest conferred by subsection (1), (2) or (3) is exercisable 
only if the constable has reasonable grounds for believing that for any of the reasons 
mentioned in subsection (5) it is necessary to arrest the person in question. 
(5) The reasons are— 
(a) to enable the name of the person in question to be ascertained (in the case where the 
constable does not know, and cannot readily ascertain, the person's name, or has 
reasonable grounds for doubting whether a name given by the person as his name is his real 
name); 
(b) correspondingly as regards the person's address; 
(c) to prevent the person in question— 
(i) causing physical injury to himself or any other person; 
(ii) suffering physical injury; 
(iii) causing loss of or damage to property; 
(iv) committing an offence against public decency (subject to subsection (6)); or 
(v) causing an unlawful obstruction of the highway; 
(d) to protect a child or other vulnerable person from the person in question; 
(e) to allow the prompt and effective investigation of the offence or of the conduct of the 
person in question; 
(f) to prevent any prosecution for the offence from being hindered by the disappearance of 
the person in question. 
(6) Subsection (5)(c)(iv) applies only where members of the public going about their normal 
business cannot reasonably be expected to avoid the person in question.]  
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/24
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Code G Guidance   
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/117583/pace-
code-g-2012.pdf 
 
29 Voluntary attendance at police station    
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/24 
 
Where for the purpose of assisting with an investigation a person attends voluntarily at a 
police station or at any other place where a constable is present or accompanies a constable 
to a police station or any such other place without having been arrested—  
(a)he shall be entitled to leave at will unless he is placed under arrest; 
(b)he shall be informed at once that he is under arrest if a decision is taken by a constable to 
prevent him from leaving at will. 
 
Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 
 
S16 Vulnerable  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/16  
 
Witnesses eligible for assistance on grounds of age or incapacity. 
(1) For the purposes of this Chapter a witness in criminal proceedings (other than the 
accused) is eligible for assistance by virtue of this section— 
(a) if under the age of 17 at the time of the hearing; or 
(b) if the court considers that the quality of evidence given by the witness is likely to be 
diminished by reason of any circumstances falling within subsection (2). 
(2) The circumstances falling within this subsection are— 
(a) that the witness— 
(i) suffers from mental disorder within the meaning of the M1Mental Health Act 1983, or 
(ii) otherwise has a significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning; 
(b) that the witness has a physical disability or is suffering from a physical disorder. 
(3) In subsection (1)(a) “the time of the hearing”, in relation to a witness, means the time 
when it falls to the court to make a determination for the purposes of section 19(2) in relation 
to the witness. 
(4) In determining whether a witness falls within subsection (1)(b) the court must consider 
any views expressed by the witness. 
(5) In this Chapter references to the quality of a witness’s evidence are to its quality in terms 
of completeness, coherence and accuracy; and for this purpose “coherence” refers to a 
witness’s ability in giving evidence to give answers which address the questions put to the 
witness and can be understood both individually and collectively. 
 
S17 Intimidated 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/17 
 
Witnesses eligible for assistance on grounds of fear or distress about testifying. 
(1) For the purposes of this Chapter a witness in criminal proceedings (other than the 
accused) is eligible for assistance by virtue of this subsection if the court is satisfied that the 
quality of evidence given by the witness is likely to be diminished by reason of fear or 
distress on the part of the witness in connection with testifying in the proceedings. 
(2) In determining whether a witness falls within subsection (1) the court must take into 
account, in particular— 
(a)the nature and alleged circumstances of the offence to which the proceedings relate; 
(b) the age of the witness; 
(c) such of the following matters as appear to the court to be relevant, namely— 
(i) the social and cultural background and ethnic origins of the witness, 
(ii) the domestic and employment circumstances of the witness, and 
(iii) any religious beliefs or political opinions of the witness; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/117583/pace-code-g-2012.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/117583/pace-code-g-2012.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/17
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(d) any behaviour towards the witness on the part of— 
(i) the accused, 
(ii) members of the family or associates of the accused, or 
(iii) any other person who is likely to be an accused or a witness in the proceedings. 
(3) In determining that question the court must in addition consider any views expressed by 
the witness. 
(4) Where the complainant in respect of a sexual offence is a witness in proceedings relating 
to that offence (or to that offence and any other offences), the witness is eligible for 
assistance in relation to those proceedings by virtue of this subsection unless the witness 
has informed the court of the witness’ wish not to be so eligible by virtue of this subsection. 
 
Special Measures:- 
23. Screening witness from accused. 
24. Evidence by live link. 
25. Evidence given in private. 
26. Removal of wigs and gowns. 
27. Video recorded evidence in chief. 
28. Video recorded cross-examination or re-examination. 
29. Examination of witness through intermediary. 
30. Aids to communication. 
 
CPIA – Criminal Procedures Investigation Act 1996 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/447967/code-
of-practice-approved.pdf 
 
Duty to Record and Retain Relevant Material which is subject to ongoing Review and where 
necessary Reveal such material. 
 
Relevance Test:- Material that Undermines the Prosecution Case or Assists the Defence 
Case. 
 
Case Law 
 
R v Beckford 
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Crim/1994/4.html 
 
It is to be hoped that procedures have been put in place to ensure that cars are not scrapped 
before express permission has been given by the police and that permission will never be 
given where serious criminal charges are to be brought which may involve the possibility of 
some mechanical defect in a car.  
 
On the facts of the present case, however, we do not consider that the absence of the car 
affected the fairness of the trial. The judge dealt at length and with care with the evidence of 
Mr Harrison. The jury had the opportunity to evaluate that evidence including Mr Harrison's 
theory that the vehicle had come from the second lane.  
 
In the course of his summing up (21E) the judge reminded the jury of Dr Lambourne's 
answer to a question, which had come from the jury, as to whether the vehicle could have 

come from the right. Dr Lambourne's answer was:  "I think it is very unlikely that the vehicle 

came from the right because the damage would have been to the other side. Perhaps there 

is a very small chance, but it is most unlikely."    

 
We have come to the conclusion that the judge was correct in ruling that the prosecution 
should proceed. We have also come to the conclusion that there are no sufficient grounds 

for setting the verdict aside as being unsafe or unsatisfactory.  For these reasons the appeal 

is dismissed. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/23
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/section/30
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/447967/code-of-practice-approved.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/447967/code-of-practice-approved.pdf
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Crim/1994/4.html
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Useful Links:- 
 
NCA – Expert Witnesses 
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/about-us/what-we-do/specialist-
capabilities/specialist-operations-centre 
 
Road Safety Report 
http://www.roadsafetysupport.co.uk/expert-witnesses-expert-reports 
 
College Of Policing – APP 
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/road-policing-2/investigating-road-deaths/ 
 
Definitions 
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/civil-emergencies/civil-contingencies/ 
 
Definitions 
The following originate from the lexicon of UK civil protection terminology that sets common 
and agreed definitions used in the multi-agency business of civil protection. The lexicon is 
one of the underpinning elements of interoperable communications and coherent multi-
agency working. 
 
Emergency 
An event or situation which threatens serious damage to human welfare in a place in the UK, 
the environment of a place in the UK, or the security of the UK or of a place in the UK. 
 
Major incident 
Any emergency that requires the implementation of special arrangements under one or more 
of the emergency services’ major incident plans. It generally includes the involvement, either 
directly or indirectly, of large numbers of people. A major incident may be declared by a 
single emergency service, or Category 1 responder, or jointly. 
Quite often only one service might determine an emergency to be a major incident. This is 
based on the type of incident and scale of their resources required. This does not 
necessarily mean it is a major incident for all other services. 
 
Rapid onset emergency 
An event or situation that develops quickly and usually with immediate effects, thereby 
limiting the time available to consider response options. 
Forces should ensure they maintain the capability and plans to enable an initial response to 
potential emergencies. This may be supported by mutual aid where necessary. The initial 
response should be relative to generic risks and the risk profile within their area. 
 
Rising tide emergency 
An event or situation that develops into an emergency or major incident over a period of 
days, weeks or even months, the final impact of which may not be apparent early on. 
Examples include health-related emergencies and severe weather events. 
Forces (together with other Category 1 responders) need to recognise the potential for such 
events to escalate and should identify the points at which the response should intensify to 
avoid being overwhelmed. 
 
Critical incident 
Any incident where the effectiveness of the police response is likely to have a significant 
impact on the confidence of the victim, their family and/or the community. 
Ambulance and fire services do not yet have the same critical incident methodology as the 
police service. This means confusion with major incidents can arise if an incident involving 
other agencies is declared a critical incident. 

https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/road-policing-2/investigating-road-deaths/
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/civil-emergencies/civil-contingencies/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-responder-interoperability-lexicon
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/civil-emergencies/civil-contingencies/legislation/#category-1-responders
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/civil-emergencies/civil-contingencies/legislation/#category-1-responders
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Examples of events that may be deemed critical incidents: 
 homicides 
 serious sexual offences 
 firearms incidents 
 hate crimes 
police pursuits. 
 
National Decision Model 
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/national-decision-model/the-national-decision-
model/?s 
 

https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/national-decision-model/the-national-decision-model/?s
https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/national-decision-model/the-national-decision-model/?s

